
PROJECT ADAM



• In 1999 Adam Lemel, a 17-year old athlete, 
collapsed and died while playing basketball

• An AED was not available
• Adam’s parents created Project ADAM 

(Automated Defibrillators in Adam’s Memory) -
in collaboration with Children’s Wisconsin’s 
Herma Heart Institute

History







• Annual Out-of-Hospital Cardiac Arrest: 
More than 350,000

• Survivor rate (overall): 12%
• Bystander CPR (overall): 46.1%
• Every minute defibrillation is delayed, 

chance of survival decreases 10%

On any given day, approximately 20 percent of 
the community is in its schools

How does SCA effect schools?



What is a Heart Safe School?

 AEDs are available and accessible.

 There is a written emergency response plan and a 
team of CPR/AED trained staff ready to act in an 
emergency.

 The school conducts regular cardiac emergency 
response practice drills.



Heart Safe Checklist





How does Project ADAM help?

 Cardiac Emergency Response Plan development 
 CPR training resources for team members
 AED education and purchase resources
 Education about Sudden Cardiac Arrest
 Heart Safe School Designation 
 www.projectadam.com



House Bill 331

 Maintain a portable AED in a public, readily accessible, well-
marked location of every middle and high school building and at 
every school sanctioned event, practice or athletic competition

 Adopt procedures for the usage of AEDs during an emergency

 Adopt policies on training, maintenance, notification, and 
communication with local emergency medical services

 Ensure that a minimum of three (3) school employees and all 
interscholastic athletic coaches be trained on how to use an 
AED



For more information:

• ProjectADAMKCH@uky.edu

• www.projectadam.com


